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SIGGS, Frederick Charles 
 
Lance Corporal, 7799 
1st Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 24th April 1915 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 26 years 
 
Frederick Charles Siggs was born in Haverhill in 1889, the oldest child of Elijah 
Siggs and Frances Siggs, nee Claydon.  His father was employed as a bricklayer’s 
labourer and his mother as a machinist.  In1891 the family were living at Cherry 
Gardens, Bumpstead Road, Haverhill.  There were two sisters Melinda and Alice and 
two other children that, sadly, died at an early age. 
 
Frederick found employment as a mat maker, his employer was most likely Messrs. 
Gurteen and Sons but he was to join the army enlisting in Bury St. Edmunds. His 
army service number indicates that this was around 1909. Aged 21,  Frederick was 
serving with the 1st Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, stationed at Mustapha Pasha 
Barracks, at Alexandria, Egypt.  With the outbreak of war the 1st battalion returned 
from Khartoum to Liverpool on the 23rd October, 1914.  
 
He eventually went to the front on 24th March 1915, and was killed in action just one 
month later on 24th April 1915. His battalion were involved in the 2nd Battle of Ypres. 
 
During this Battle the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of 
Ypres.  This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of 
the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence.   
  
A report in the South West Suffolk Echo on 26th June 1915 reads:  

 
‘Official Information was received on Friday last by his parents Mr,and 
Mrs.E Siggs of 15 Hamlet Road, Haverhill, that Lance Corporal, F. 
Siggs, of the 1st Battalion Suffolk Regt, had been killed in action on 
April 24th.   
On the outbreak of war deceased, who was 25 years of age was at 
Khartoum, Egypt, from whence he proceeded to England in January.  
During his stay in this country he visited his parents on 24 hours leave 
and eventually went to the front on March 25th so that in all he was 
there about a month before being killed.   
Upon his arrival in France he was promoted to the rank of Lance 
Corporal.  He had been in the army for about seven years, prior to 
which he was in the Volunteer Force.   
On May 28th Mr Siggs received information that his son was reported 
as missing and wounded, and on Friday he received the official notice 
that his son had been killed in action.’ 
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Frederick is remembered 
on the Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial.   
photo courtesy of CWGC 
 
The Menin Gate is one of 
four memorials to the 
missing in Belgian Flanders 
which covers the area 
known as the Ypres 
Salient.   
 
 
The site of the Menin Gate 

was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on 
their way to the battlefields.  The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial now bears the 
names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. 
 
 

Frederick was awarded the 1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal.  
 

 
 
At the unveiling of the Haverhill memorial a family wreath was laid inscribed: 

 
In loving memory of Fred Siggs (7299) L/Cpl 

from his Mother, Father and Sisters. 


